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CORRESPONDENCE. 


CREATION—DEITY,. 


Mr, Editor.—In looking over your last number (the 13th) I perceive 
that sundry huge difficulties have obtruded themselves upon a gentleman 
signing himself E. L. Jr. touching *‘ the creation ” I do not flatter my- 
self with the opinion that it is in my power to satisfy the doubts of your 
querist, but by way of an effort towards that desideratum, I will give him 
my ideas on the subect—which he of course, will take for what they 
are worth. 

The great source of E. L. jrs. incredulity is the difficulty of compre- 
hending how this world has come into existence without a first cause, or 
as he calls it, a creator. Now I will ask him if, admitting the existence 
of that creator, he can any better comprehend the nature of his existence, 
and the manner of his operations in creating the visible world? I as- 
sume his answer to be that he cannot; he willrepeat the old dictum, that 
God and his modus operandi are utterly incomprehensible—inconceiva- 
ble—very good. Then let me ask once more, where is the utility or 
the necessity of resorting to another incomprehensible object, to explain 
the nature or origin of one which we already have staring us in the 
fave, and which our intellects are confessedly unable to grasp? How 
much nearer do we approach the accomplishment of our desire, to un- 
derstand the mystery of this world’s existence, by supposing another still 
greater mystery? For my own part, I am satisfied with believing that 
there is such a thing as a visible world, acting and existing in a mysteri- 
ous and most admirable routine, because I see that it is so.—-How it came, 
or by what principle it is actuated, I do not hope or wish to understand. 
The limit is fixed, and seeing that it is impossible, I have no desire to 
pass beyond it. If 1 am asked to believe in another more mysterious 
and more admirable existence, I answer that I will when it is made pal- 
pable to my senses. If I am told that, by that other mysterious existence, 
the one which already baffles my sagacity is to be explained, I answer 
again, explain to me how your new, your extra mystery has acted to 
bring to life and light, the one which I know to exist, and I will be- 
lieve. 

In turn, I will propose a doubt to E, L. jr. His belief is, I presume, 
that God created this world, from Chaos.—What was chaos—Matter, 
or nothing ? Yours, Q. X. 
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LEGALITY OF WITNESSES. 
Mr. Editor.—At a moment so pregnant as this is with schemes, devi- 
sed by the priesthood, to abridge our political rights under religious pre- 
tences, it would notonly gratify a number of your readers, but subserve 
the cause in which you are engaged, if you would publish the letter writ- 
ten by Mr. Epwarp Gippins, which was read at a late trial, in Ontario 
county, for conspiracy, and which the court held as sufficient evidence 
to authorise the rejection of Mr. G. as a witness. To enable you to com- 
ply with this request, I enclose a copy of the letter ; together with some 
remarks on the legality of the decision, from the ‘‘ National Observer,” 
which ought to accompany the document. Yours, &c. F. 


MR. GIDDIN’S LETTER. 
Fort Niagara, 10th April, 1827. 
Mr. D. Mornrisson, 


My dear friend,—Y our friendly letter of the 10th February was duly 
received, for which you will please accept my warmest thanks, and now 
after a very fashionable delay, finding “* all my nerves in a serene mood,”’ 
I have resolved to answer it. You must not, however, expect to find in it 
‘all about the past, present and future,” for the first would require a 
scroll as lengthy as one of the holy Evangelists has been pleased to de- 
clare would be necessary to relate all the acts and sayings of Jxsus 
Curist. ‘ Behold,” says he, ‘“‘ the world would not be able to contain 
all the volumns on the subject,” or words to that import. The second, or 
present time, is but a moment and leaves us with the celerity of lightning 
before we begin to describe it ; in fact it is to time what a point is tospace, 
and all attempts to define either are but so many proofs of the fallacy 
and impotency ofour minds. With respect to the future, I can only re- 
iterate what has been said by thousands, thatit is concealed, (and kindly 
I believe) from our view by an impenetrable barrier, which no human 
sagacity can remove, but that it passes in review before us, fold by fold, 
as it becomes present, and rushes on to join the past. And now, although 
it is bolting the course, as a knight of the turf would say, let me put in a 
word that I think grammarians exhibit more grammar than philosophy 
by dressing their verbs in so many different tenses or times—but let this 
subject rest till another time. 

I am happy that your prospects are so flattering—that you have friends 
to your mind, and know how to appreciate the boon which some one has 
said, is the ‘‘ mysterious cement of the soul, sweetner of life, and solder of 
society,” and above all that your neighborhood is not infested with “* cold 
hearted mysanthropes,” or ‘ devils in human shape,” but that “ angelic 
philanthropy” pervades your borders ; indeed, one would be led to be- 
lieve from your description of society, that Buffalo was situated in the 
Symzonian world, on the interior of our old terraqueous nut shell, where 
sin and trouble never entered, but felicity reigned triumphant. I love to 
see you write this way, it betokens a satisfaction of mind, a cheerfulness 
of heart, which I hope you may always possess, but which some have 
not, and which you must remember you are liable to lose. 

Under the head of Orthodoxy you relate an anecdote which I am sorry 
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to say is but too faithful a picture of the intolerance of Christianity in 
general, but of Calvinism in particular ; it 1s now, however, the raging 
mania of the times and must have its day, but the world is fast advanc- 
ing in knowledge, and driving before it superstition, bigotry, credulity, 
and intolerance ; and establishing in their places universal benevolence 
and liberal principles. Reason will yet gaiu her right, and man no long- 
er be duped by priestcraft and manacled by imaginary fears, emanating 
from the superstitious dogmas imbibed in youth ; the time is approach- 
ing when universal charity, universal benevolence, and universal philan- 
thropy will prevail, when man will know how to act in conformity to 
the dictates of reason, and when ke will subscribe to no creed but that 
of nature : that her laws are immutable, and can never be violated ; and 
that a knowledge of them is at the same time, a knowledge of Deity.— 
Look up to the heavens and see what a mighty volume is open to our 
view, in which is written in an audible character, intelligible to every 
nation and individual on the whole earth, “ universal power, wisdom and 
benignity.” The sun rises upon the just and unjust, and inculcates uni- 
versal charity—bigots will not see these things, or seeing them, pervert 
their construction. 

A full and complete knowledge of our situation in the scale of being, 
will convince us that God has the same eare of man as of an insect, of 
an insect as of a tree, of atree as of a stone—that with him there can 
be no difference or distinctions between beauty and deformity, virtue and 
vice, perfection and imperfection—that prayers are but mockery to his 
name, and ought not to be encouraged, as they tend to impress us with 
the false notion that he isimpotent,and operated upon by our persuation— 
that all we can say or do cannot change him—that he is not susceptible 
of persuasion—and as relates to men, he is capable of love or hatred— 
we are all members of the grand society of mankind, and every act we 
can do to benefit it, may be called virtuous, but every act that does it 
injury if done wilfully is wicked ; this is my notion of virtue and vice, 
that they do not refer to a future time, but relate altogether to man in 
his present state, and the whole of our duty as moral agents may be 
comprised in these few words, “‘ do all the good we can to our fellow 
creatures a ‘d inflict not pain unnecessarily upon the meanest reptile”-— 
practice that, and we need not fear any of the horrible punishments 
painted in such vivid colors by fanatics. 

You will perceive from the above that my views are not in accordance 
with the bible, for that book represents the Deity as vindictive, re- 
vengeful and inconsistent, performing an act to-day and repenting to- 
morrow. 

But I have preached long enough for this time, I presume, either for 
your pleasure or edification. 

Please to reply soon—-and here let me assure you that nothing would 
please me more than a continuance of a friendly correspondence. 

I am, dear Sir, very respectfully, 
your friend and well wisher, 
EDWARD GIDDINS. 

We perceive, by the report of the trial in the “ Ontario Messenger,” 

that the Court considered Mr. Grpprns an incompetent witness, ‘* because 
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he had not such a belief in the existence of an over-ruling providence, 
and in a future state of rewards and punishments, as the law requires.” 
On this decision, the ‘t National Observer” has the following pertinent 
remarks :--- 

It will be seen that the testimony of Mr. Giddins was rejected ; and 
the ground upon which it was rejected. In an article from the Anti- 
Masonic Enquirer, we are not a little surprised to find Mr. Weed ac- 
knowledging the legality of that decision. If it be legal, it must rest up- 
on a statute of our own, or uponthe Common Law. But we have no 
statute declaring a witness either incompetent or incredible, on account 
of any religious opinion, or irreligious opinion, if you please, which he 
may have formed. 

Does it rest upon the Common Law? We answer no! For Black- 
stone expressly says: ‘‘ All witnesses, of whatever religion or country, 
that have the use of their reason, are to be received and examined, ex- 
cept such as are infamous, or such as are interested im the event of the 
cause. All others are competent witnesses ; though the jury, from other 
circumstances, will judge of their credibility.” Now, then, where will 
Mr. Weed find “ the laws of the land” which “ excluded his (G@iddtn’s) 
testimony ?” 

Our system of law is founded—Firstly, on our Federal and State 
Constitutions. Secondly, on the statutes of Congress, or the state. Le- 
gislatures, passed in conformity to the literal provisions of these constitu- 
tions : we say literal, because we will never consent to any other con- 
struction in passing laws, or judicially deciding upon them. Thirdly, 
on such portions of the Common Law of England as are not incompati- 
ble with the letter, or spirit of our Federal and State Constitutions. 

What says our Federal Constitution ? “* Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof.” If then, no religion can be established by law in the United 
States, it follows that no Judge, or Court of the United States, can re- 
ject a witness as incompetent, on account of any supposed eccentricity in 
his religious creed, or his. being destitute of any religious creed. 

What says our State Constitution? ‘The free exercise and enjoy- 
ment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination or pre~ 
ference, shall forever be allowed in this State, to all mankind.” 

What says our Statute Law ? Thatis silent; for we have no statute 
on the subject ; and God forbid that we ever should ; unless it be a sta- 
tute to put down for ever such decisions as that which we are com- 
batting. 

It is clear, then, that there is no ground for this descision in the Con- 
stitution of the United States; nor in the Constitution of the State of 
New-York ; nor in the Common Law of England, as laid down by its 

at, and we had almost said unerring Oracée ; nor in the Statute Law 
of the United Statas, or of New-York. From neither of these correct 
and legitimate sources, we affirm it without fear of contradiction, is any 
principle, rule, or law, to be derived, that shall sanction the decision of the 
petty court of Sessions which excluded Giddin’s testimony—the testimo- 
ny of anunimpeachable witness, in 9 case involving the life, liberty and 
property of every citizen of this state. 


























aise 





THE CORRESPONDENT. 33 


Where, then, we ask Mr. Weed once more, will he find the law of the 
land, sustaining that grossly weak, or infamously wicked decision? for 
one or the other of these it is, as every tyro in law must know, if he has 
read his books, and has common sense to understand them. We put 
this questiou seriously to Mr. Weed ; because as the professed advocate 
of the Anti-Masonic cause, he must be aware, that any erroneous opin- 
ions, or misrepresentations of his, may produce wide spread and ruinous 
effects to that cause, upon the success of which hang all our hopes of 
preserving the constitutional liberties of this land ; and we beg him to 
reconsider the subject, for he may rest assured he will find no such law 
has even the shadow of an existence. 

We can tell him, however, where he can find the authorities, or pre- 
cedents, as they are called, upon which we presume this fatuitious or felo- 
nious decision was made. He will find them in the arbitrary tyrani- 
cal, and weak or wicked decisions of partial and corrupt, or infatuated 
and bigoted Judges of Great Britain and America. But he will find no 
law for it, not the shadow of law for it, inthis country. Several of our 
Supreme Court Judges, it is true, have made such decisions; but they 
have made them in the face of law, in the face of right, in the face of 
liberty and justice ; and every Judge who has been guilty of making 
such a decision, ought to have been impeached and removed from the 
bench for it ; and so ought the Judges who turned Giddins out of court, 
were it not that they are honest farmers, (save one) misled by mistaking 
the unauthorised, extra Judicial, arbitrary and illegal decisions of their 
Supreme Superiors for the law of the land ; a mistake not to be wonder- 
ed at in them, since a legislator, like Mr. Weed, has run into it. 





WATSON REFUTED. 


LETTER IX. 


Your pious belief in the inspired prophecies of Isaiah, is naturel to a 
superstitious and credalous mind. The philosopher who doubts before 
he gazes, sees in what you call prophecies nothing else but scraps of his- 
tory or legend. He receives with diffidence all predictions. He is aware 
of the great ease with which forgeries may be passed among the vulgar 
for prophecies. When pretended predictions are made, they are altogeth- 
er overlooked ; even the ignorant think not of them till they are said to 


‘be accomplished ; the learned despise them in both instances ; and it is 


not till after their authenticity has gained a sort of general belief, that the 
philosopher thinks of enquiring when and how they were made? At this 
period he can find no evidence of their history, but from the credulous 
who have been imposedon by them. Besides, no prophecy is ever direct ; 
it always has an equivocal meaning, and is explained to suit the events 
which have happened. Religious enthusiasts write in such a mystic 
language on the sins of mankind, and the judgments that are to come, 
ard in so general and ambiguous terms, that it is easy for a subtle inter- 

reter, or visionary fanatic, to explain them according to his own system. 
Have not the bears of the Apocalypse been made to signify by turns, the 
pope and the devil? Has not the New Jerusalem been sometimes taken 
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for a real flying town, seen in the air by the first fathers of the church, as 
Tertullean informs us? Do not other divires tell us that it means the 
kingdom of heaven? Have not scripture divines, even in the first ages 
of the church, pretended that the verses of Virgil, Jam redit et Virgo, 
redeunt Saturnia regna, jam nova progenies calo demittitur alto ;—nate 
mee vires, mea magna potentia solus, and talia perstabat memorans, 
Jixusque manebat, were clear prophecies of the Virgin Mary and Jesus 
Christ? It might be worth enquiring at this time, whether the Roman 
Bard was inspired by the Holy Ghost? Lastly, I may ask does your 
Lordship believe in the many prophecies that have of late appeared of 
the French Revolution ? 

But we have more reasons to declare the pretended clear prophecies 
of the bible to be histories. In many instances they are so accurtae, and 
so unlike these passages which we know to have been written previous to 
the events to which they are applied, or these which are not yet fulfilled, 
that no philosopher can pronounce them to have been written historically. 
Thus, we find Jacob announce to histwelve sons, the heads ofthe twelve 
tribes of Israel, the fate of their posterity ; the situation of the district to 
be occupied by the Israclites in the land of Canaan, two hundred years 
before Joshua parcelled out this land in lots to the Israelites ; the kind of 
life the different tribes would lead ; the small number of the posterity of 
Reuben, Simeon and Levi, as well as the power of Judah ; all which are 
related as exactly as ifthe patriarch had seen the throne of David and 
Solomon with his own eyes. Some of the supposed predictions of Isaiah 
and Daniel, are even more minutely correct. You have treated the ques- 
tion of the genuiness and date of works very lightly ; you think it is of no 
great consequence to ascertain the genuiness of the different books of the 
bible. Let us for a moment suppose that, by some accident the age of 
Virgil had been forgotten, or the sixth book of his A=neid had been as- 
ciibed to a writer of the age of Eneas, would not the Romans be entitled 
to regard as a most wonderful prophecy, the lively representaton given 
by Anchises of the future heroes of the republic, the two Ceesars, and the 
young Marcellus ? 

To resume our subject; I remind you of the passage already quoted 
from Bellarminus, that it was the opinion of the fathers of the church, 
that the prophets among other books, had been collected and arranged by 
Esdras. I have also stated the selection of genuine works by the syna- 
gogue, during the reign of the Maccabees, when the Talmud says, the 
forgeries of Daniel, Esdras, &c. were prodigious. The destruction by 
Antiochus Epiphanus of the already broken Jewish books, written by 
Esdras, may be collected from what is said in Maccabees, chap. i. ver. 
56 and 57. ‘ And when they had rent in piecés the books of the law 
which they found, they burnt them with fire, and whosoever was found 
with any of the books of the Testament, or if any consented to the 
law, the king’s commandment was that they should put him to 
death. ” 

It is without reason that you triumph at the application which Thomas 
Paine makes of the prophecy of Isaiah, in chapters xliv. and xlv. No 
man that reads the passage can hesitate for a moment to declare it a 
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narrative of the deliverance of the Jews by Cyrus after the seventy years’ 
captivity. Cyrus is mentioned by name, as well as his command to re- 
build Jerusalem, and his victories over the nations, above one hundred 
years before the event. Will you, then, without any proofs of Isaiah hav- 
: ing written this book, insist upon calling it a prophechy? And have not a 
sceptics been justiliied in their disbelief of the genuineness of such books ! 
Mr. Paine, however, has overlooked a more remarkable prophecy in this 
book, which has been tortured into an application to Christ. This is 
contained in chapter Ixiii. ver. 1. “* Who is this that cometh from Edom, 
with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, 
travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteous- 
ness, mighty to save.”” And again, in chap. ii. (talking of the supposed 
Christ) Isaiah says, ‘“* And he shall judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares. ’°—‘ And the idols he shall totally abolish. ’’ Can this possibly 
allude to Christ? Did he come from Edom in mighty power, in rich 
garments! Was his march so terrible? Was he the man who trampled 
all in his fury ; who with his own arm brought salvation to himself, and 
was upheld by his fury ; as also mentioned in chap. lxiii.? Do notthese 
pretended prophecies apply to Judas Maccabeus, who delivered the Jews 
from the tyranny of Antiochus Epiphanus? And is it not a proof of the 
mutilated state of the works of the prophets to see details about Cyrus 
intermingled with others applying to Judas Maccabeus? I say nothing 
of Daniel, for his prophecy 1 shall consider particularly afterwards, and 
shew its true meaning; at present, it may be sufficient to say, that the 
similarity between the book of Ezra and Daniel proclaim them to be | 
F from the same hand; but both have evident marks of having been con- 
d siderably mutilated. When philosophers cannot ascertain the age of 
i pretended predictions, they consider their clearness as a demonstration ) 
é of their being histories. Who tells you that the books which the syna- 4 
gogue, that the Nicene counsel, chose, were not either altogether writ- Li 
ten, or considerably interpolated, to adopt them to the times? The ) 
be great question is always, what authority had the synagogue to decide, 
and whether their decision ought to influence men of sense any more than 
the determination of the Popish councils ? 

As a proof of the absurdity of the application of prophecies, I shall 
here quote one, which is apparently clearer than any in the whole 
bible, and is adduced by the inost famous divines as an unquestionable 
prediction of Christ. It is in Micah, chap. v. ver. 1. ‘ Now gather thy- 
self in troops, O daughter of troops: he hath laid siege against us ; they 
shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek. But thou 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel ; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. ” Here 
even the birth-place of Christ is mentioned, the insults offered to him, his 
existence from everlasting, and his coming to save Israel. And Mat- 
thew, chap. ii. ver. 6, and John, chap. vii. ver. 42, both expressly refer 
to that passage as a prophecy. Hear now what follows in ver. 5, of the a| 
same chapter of Micah: “‘ And this man shall be the peace, when the 
Assyrians shall come into our land: and when he shall tread in our pal- 
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aces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight princi- 
pal men.” Can this apply to Jesus Christ? Were the Syrians in the 
land when he came?’ Were not the Romaus masters of Judea? Your 
rules of belief are admirable: a little faith wherever you meet contra- 
dictions, absurdities, or wouders, is an invaluable prescription, common 
to the Bramin, the Musselman, and the Christian. Do but believe that 
Mahomet is a prophet, that he went up to heaven and saw the eternal 
Father, and you will go through the other articles of the Mahomedan 
faith without difficulty. Do but admit the gospel of Barnabas where 
Mahomet is predicted, and we have no reason to say that it is less authen- 
tic than our gospel, and the work is done; but, | may say with you, 
“Proof, proof is what 1 require, and not assertion. ’’ We will not relin- 
quish our reason in obedience to the despotic mandates of the credulous. 

You allow that the miracles of the Jews fall to the ground if the his- 
tory of that nation is proved false. I beg you to observe, that if it is 
true it does not follow that the miracles are. If you can believe that the 
history of the Jews is well authenticated, and without numerous contradie- 
tions; if you can exculpate th: writers from bad motives, and a desire 
to deceive, and if you can rely upon their wisdom, you then will really 
prove yourself a Christian, a man of uncommon faith. The history of 
the Jews, every where confused, and containing prodigies, deserves no 
more credit than their antedeluvian tale. Even Chinese history, suppor- 
ted by astronomical observations, is beyond a certain period rejected by 
all men, from the fables it contains. If you are disposed to believe, I 
advise you to read the fabulous history of China and of Hindostan, in 
the holy books of the respective nations, which are adopted by whole 
nations, and are, at least, more beautiful than those of the Jews. 

T have purposely omitted to speak of Ecclesiastes. 1 find here several 
Epicurian notions, a disbelief of a future life, the propriety of enjoy- 
ing themselves in this life, and other sensible remarks; which prove 
that the writer enjoyed more common sense than most of his coun- 
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A LECTURE, 
DELIVERED AT THE FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION, 


On Death.—By a Member. 


The sensations experienced by those of the human race who, for the 
first time, viewed the effects of that law of Nature by which life ceases, are 
scarcely now appreciable. We can only judge of them by what we see 
in children when they first learn death written upon the animal world, 
and it must have been upon common animals that its effects were first 
seen. This has been handsomely described by Milton, in his poetical 
fiction of Paradise Lost, where he makes Eve first learn death from the 
death of a pigeon. The sensations of those who knew nothing of its 
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results, could not have been near so painful as experienced by after ages ; 
more especially when superstition had added to the loss of friends, the 
wretched fear that they had to experience the effects of sufferings to be 
drawn out to an indefinite length of time. 

That the effects of death must create painful sensations must be evi- 
dent to all whether viewed as connected or unconuected with religion ; 
why then add to those pains by gloomy forebodings of what may oecur 
in a supposed state of future existence, of torments, of pangs by burnings 
and every mode of producing pain and suffering ? If there were nothing 
else to be advanced against certain creeds and sects of religion, this to a 
rational mind, were sufficient to show that they were not from a benevo- 
lent and merciful God, or a divine revelation ; for what can there be more 
cruel than nourishing the idea of our friends enduring never ending suf- 
fering, and for no possible good. Every ones vanity may induce the 
idea that he may escape himself, but not so of those who were once near 
and dear to him ; and then again, where the benefit of the parade, the 
show, the dark and gloomy cloathing, to continually remind the world* of 
the loss, or deceive it with an appearance of sorrow. Why make an event 
which cannot be avoided the continual source of unhappiness and of 
misery? Why continually anticip:te an event which may be the source 
of good as well as evil, a relief from pain as well as a distruction of plea- 
sure ? Why should the mind of man be continually tormented with a 
dread of what is but the effects of the laws of matter, the inevitable con- 
sequence of the construction of our frame,and the change and mutability 
inseparable from its elements ? It could no more be caused by the eating 
of an apple than the avoiding of it; because Adam must have been as 
liable to death as we are, previously to that, or he could not have been 
constituted as we are, and therefore not the same kind of being. 

No, the best possible view that can be put upon this story, is that it is 
a poetic attempt, decorated with eastern imagery, to account for effects 
to which man is naturally liable, from his construction, and which has 
been made a means of imposition and robbery, the source of rich revenue, 
through ignorance and fanaticism, by a small portion of mankind upon 
their fellow mortals ; it thus has been introduced as part of the religious 
creed, and made an instrument to deceive mankind, and to sereen igno- 
rance by an attempt to give the primary cause for those weaknesses, 
follies, and passion, to which human nature is liable, under the name of 
original sin; and which have been more satisfactorily accounted for in 
the peculiar organization of the brain, by Dr. Gall, than by any other, 
leaving no occasion for calling in the existence of a spirit, of a spiritual 
death, or poetic inventions, with a devil in the shape of a serpent. 

Nevertheless, death perfectly accords with the laws of nature, and 
there is no reason why man should be exempt from it: formed of the same 
materials as the rest of the universe, the elements of which are constantly 
changing their relations to each other, and these changes in the other 
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* I say the world, for if we are truly attached to those we have lost, it does not re- 
quire long piece of black crape to recal them to our mind; orto nourish our regret 
and the pleasing memory of times gonepast. If we do not really regret them it is 
useless to attempt it by dark and black cloathing, by a rueful countenance, by a sem- 
blance of areality which is but hypocracy 
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animals, as well as man, are productive of death ; and it is by that law 
which ordains that to facilitate and increase the reproduction, dissolution 
should bein proportion, rapid and certain, that man suffers death; and it 
is not by sin that death came, as asserted by that fanatic Saint, the real 
founder of Christianity—Paul the Apostle. Indeed, how could sin pro- 
duce death ? Other animals are not thought capable of sin, yet they die. 
If Adam was made capable of living forever, he was constructed entirely 
different from any thing we can conceive, and must have been intended 
to live forever, which argues a change of purpose in the God who ‘‘ walk- 
ed in the garden in the heat of the day.” Had this Adam, previous to 
his backsliding, have fallen from a great height on a hard substance and 
fractured his skull and destroyed his brain, or had he been suspended by 
his neck with a cord, could he have survived? If so, he could not have 
been what we are. Had his body been attacked with violent fever, would 
he not suffer pain, and the consequence of pain is death. Did the diso- 
bedience of Adam change the whole order of nature, make matter alter 
its properties, and reverse its attractions and repulsions ? Absurdity is on 
the face of such an assertion. Neither is it a desirable thing that life 
should continue always, ‘‘ for the pleasure man would receive would not 
be greater than what he might experience during the limited space of 
life.””—Epicurus. 

** Nature has prescribed bounds to the pleasures of the body ; we lose 
all the sweetness thereof when we wish it were everlasting.’’ Reason 
- “shews us that the desire of an unlimited pleasure is ridiculous, and by 
so doing renders our life perfectly happy ; in so much that man being 
satisfied with his manner of living, has no need for its felicity, of infini- 
ty of time; he is not deprived of pleasure, though he perceives that his 
mortal condition leads him insensibly to the grave, since he there finds 
what hapily finishes his course.”—-Epicurus. 

But man is grasping, and this constitutes much of his unhappiness. 
Not content with a little, he seeks to accumulate happiness by gratifying 
his avidity, by overloading nature, by plunging into excess ; and instead 
of finding the felicity he looks for, he finds death ; for that vice is frequent- 
ly followed by, and productive of death is certainly true ; but that the sin 
of one man could in any way change the formation, nature, and eternal 
destinies of all successive generations, requires some more proof than the 
bare assertion of old manuscripts, obtained nobody knows how or where, 
to support it. It is too much opposed to the principles of justice, of mer- 
cy, of benevolence, to suppose that the act of one man, in itself neither 
good nor bad, should so effect millions, born thousands of years after, as 
to endue them with qualities which render them temporally miserable, 
by following the dictates of those qualities, subject them to the loss of 
present existence, and render them liable to the endurance of an existence 
lengthened out in pain, suffering, and misery, ‘“‘ where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched” —the mind turns from such a suppo- 
sition, doubtful whether to treat it with ridicule, condemn it as immoral, 
or spurn it as the effect of madness. Death, which is a necessary con- 
sequence of life, but adds to our pleasures by shortening our pain. ‘Think 
of the unhappiness, the misery, lengthened out by the impossibility of 
dying. 
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Without it the world could not have proceeded as it has. Think if 
the millions which have lived, had continued unti] now, what an accumu- 
lation of population would have overwhelmed the earth, and the famines 
that would ensue. It is only by the return to the general mass of mat- 
ter, of each individual, and every animal and vegetable, that a constant 
succession and the changes of generations, and supply of food could have 
taken place, as elegantly expressed by Pope, 


*‘ See matter next with various life endued 
‘“« Press to one centre, still the common good.”’ 


Thus death supplies life, and life is productive of death ; the successive 
routine of existence thus continually passed through, is the occasion of a 
constant generation of new sensations, of new enjoyments, and new be- 
ings, who succeed each other in undergoing the endurance of life, and 
all its vicissitudes, who live their little term, and proceed as their prede- 
cessors ; some fancying themselves constantly under the protecting finger 
of a providence, others that they have a right to certain exclusive privile- 
ges, and finally, to exclusive happiness that for them, the God of the uni- 
verse condescended to become one of them, to release himself from his 
oath, without compromising his dignity and consistency ; that for them, of 
no more importance in the universe than the catapiller or fly, the order 
of nature is frequently changed and made to reverse itself, the solar sys- 
tem thrown out of order, while a few of them murder a few others ; and 
every absurdity committed for their benefit. Such is the vanity of man, 
and such its effects. Life then is our guide to death, and death is a con- 
sequence of life ; they are inseparable things, and ought to be the subject 
of our meditations, but not to produce those sad and melancholy ideas 
that religion seeks continually to infuse into the human mind. With re- 
gard to ourselves we have nothing to apprehend ; but we cannot but feel 
anxious with regard to those we shall leave behind in sorrow and afflic- 
tion, and constituted as society now is, there is no small reason for anxi- 
ety ; it can but render us more active and industrious to fulfil out duties. 
The fortitude requisite for undergoing the last ordeal is but small, and 
though not possessed of faith, as a grain of mustard seed, to save from 
the wrath threatened, we can show that we have reason and common 
sence enough to despise such imaginary forebodings, by which millions 
are made subservient to the arts of others, and become the instruments 
of crime, increasing the misery of others, and hastening their own death. 

The idea of spiritual death which is now so much played upon by the 
more fanatical part of christians, was undoubledly first suggested to get 
over the difficulty which exists in Genesis, by the lords saying “ in the 
day thou eatest thereof, &c. and the account stating that both Adam and 
Eve lived many years after. © What is exactly meant by spiritual death 
is not very easily determined, though intended for something else besides 
the death of the body ; but it is very singular, that if there was any thing 
of the kind meant it should not be mentioned in the Old Testament nor 
hinted at in the New by the supposed founder; but if intended to teach 
the total corruption of human nature, it is nottrue. We have every day 
before our eyes evidence to the contrary, in the constant good feelings 
displayed by mankind towards each other; and I will even venture to 
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affirm that the balance in the human mind, is in favor of virtue. Were it 
not so, society could not hold together, civilization never: could reach 
the height it has—man would no longer have any of those kind feelings 
which | think we can safely say are still practised; though, were they 
more so, it would be no detriment to the well being and happiess of 
mankind. But the fact is, the total corruption of -human nature by the 
sin of Adam, is but a bungling attempt to account for the evil propensi- 
ties of man, without making the supposed creator liable ; or putting the 
argument farther off, thereby supposing it answered. ' 

To carry this attempt through, something farther was required ; a spi- 
ritual soul was invented, and a spiritual existence hereafter. ‘The soul 
was identified with wind, in which there was supposed to exist innate ideas 
and propensities indicating a desire and longing after immortality, which 
were taken as proof thatsuch a state would occur ; and with su¢h evi- 
dence it would be no difficult matter to prove any thing, and this state was 
s0on, through the weakness and ignorant fears of human nature, by balan-. 
cing hope and fear between blessedness and eternal misery, coriverted into 
one of-the most tremendous and powerful engines for the enslaving of the 
world, ‘and establishing the church ; for giving the few a power over the 
many, and converting their industry and labor into a means of stipport 
and a source of riches. Death, the natural consequence of the operation 
of the laws of matter, was thus made a means of increasing the misery of 
man, by making him a slave to others, by increasing the horror and dread 
of an inevitable natural effect, which separates us from the pleasures and 
enjoyments of life, from the friends who are dear, andthe society we have 
long enjoyed ; but which are alloyed by this idea, of neverending misery, 
introduced by religion. 

[To be Continued.) P 





Priestly Imposition.—We copy the following specimen of the unprinci- 
pled means employed by the priesthood, to keep up. the delusion by 
which they gain asubsistance, from a Boston paper of the Ist inst :— 

Ravivats or Retidion.—We learn, with pleasure, that there isa powerful revival of 
religion in the city of New-York. Meetings are held almost every day in the week, 
and sometimes twice on the same day, besides three times every Sabbath. The altars 
are thronged with hundreds of mourning penitents. And many of them have been 

ily brought into gospel liberty. Among the rest was a professed deist, whe at- 
ten one of the meetings with a deistical book in his hand, intending to commence 
an attack upon the preacher. When he arrived the house was so filled with ple 
that he could not get in atthe door. He accordingly placed himself at the window, 
-where he became so powerfully wrought upon, that at the close of the sermon he 
«ame inside of the altar, tore his book in pieces, confessed his error and sins, and’then 
ckneeled in prayer, and continued until near midnight crying for mercy, when the 
Jord heard and set his soul at liberty. 

What the writer of the above article calls ‘ a powerful revival of reli- 
gion in the city of New York,” revolyes into this simple fact, that a fa- 
natical methodist preacher of the name of Maffat, from Boston, lately 

aid a visit to our city for the purpose of recruiting his finances; and 

rom the peculiar manner of his address, and the rhapsodies in which he 
indulged, he collected together a number of weak minded persons, the 
greater part of whom were females, who responded to his rant by stamp- 
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ing with their feet, by groaning, and by other indications of a disordered 
imagination. In this condition the willy preacher found it an easy task 
to dive into the pockets of his miserable and mislead dupes ; and having 
counted over his money, which exceeded his most sanguine expectations, 
he proclaimed the disg: aceful transaction ‘‘a powerful revival of religion,”’ 
which he took special care to bave trumpeted abroad through all the pious 
newspapers. We verily believe that all the ‘‘revivals of religion,” about 
which so much noise has been made in the world, and to which so much 
importance has been attached, would be found, on investigation, to have 
enpened in the insatiable avarice of the priesthood, and to have produ- 

d advantages only to that order of men. 

With tegard to the pretended conversion of “ a professed deist,” who 
is. gaid to have attended one of the meetings, the story is not new to us. 
We had heard it from more than one person, who professed to believe 
the fact; but on enquiring the name, profession, and residence of the in- 
dividual, who is said to have acted a part so conspicuous that he must 
have been known to many present, we could not obtain any information 
by which to identify him. The fact is, no such person ever existed. The 
story was got up, like thousands of others of the same nature, for effect; 
and, after the most diligent enquiry as to its truth, we have been unable 
to.trace. it to any other source than the columns of a newspaper, printed) 
in this city, notorious for its pious fabrications, total absence of all good 
sense, and stupid abuse of philosophy. 

_ Qn the subject of “ religious revivals,’ we have ext-acted the following 
truly. graphic deseription from the ‘“‘ Yankee,” edited by Mr. Neal. The 
facts. were. communicated by an. eye witness :— 

“The town (Hartford) had been considerably excited by the exertions: 
of a party of Methodists, I believe; and the leaders of the Calvinistic 
creed thought it necessary to make some extraordinary effort. Accord- 
ingly. private meetings were held in all the churches and societies, and 
rumors:cireulated darkly, under surface of a great ‘“‘ awakening” that 
was. going on, doing its. work ly, as some vast subteranean fire, that 
would end in a convulsion. Business, by the members of that sect was 
suspended ; and they moved about anxiously, as if awaiting a superna- 
tural catastrophe ; until, at length, the minds of the community were 
supposed to be sufficiently excited, and their curiosity roused. Then 
proceedings became more public. Parson Beecher was sent for, from 
Boston, and on his immediate arrival, a meeting was announced to be. 
held that evening, at the brick church. [Now look, and observe, and 
calculate, what an overwhelming effect the machinations of this infernal 
plot must have borne, like a. shadow of a tempest, over the minds of the 
people.] The autumn was considerably advanced, and the evenings be- 
gan to be long and dreary and melancholy. This. one was peculiarly 
suited fo the operation of the grand engine, which was to be wrought to 
its fullest power, to be expanded, and evolved—like the drama of a migh 
vision. As the shades of twilight settled heavily over the town, the belt 
of the great brick church opened with a solemn, monotonous peal. ‘The 
inhabitants, principally of the lower and middle classes, who were curious 
to hear the famous Dr. Beecher, began to pour out from all parts ; and 
roll'on like a vast tide, towards the house, which was quickly filled to 
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overflowing. ‘Then was apparent the minute attention to effect. The 
building was purposely kept dark and sepulchral. The lamps were few 
anddim. Just ablaze of light about the pulpit, and the remote parts 
obscure and uncertain. The bell continued to toll heavily. More than 
an hour had elapsed since the assembling of the congregation, and yet 
they remained waiting anxiously, every peal of the bell, toll—toll—fall- 
ing with intenser weight upon their spirits; filling the gloom with ima- 
ges of the past and future; and summoning up thoughts and associations 
of the tombs and the dead—passing along over their minds like faueral 
processions. I felt my blood run chill, said my friend,as I stood there 
in the midst of the vast multitude ; their faces all turned up to the light, 
looking ghastly and distorted in the pale blaze that fell upon them. . 

. At length an opening was seen near the door, and a crowd gave way ; 
there advanced swiftly up the aisle, a dark, haggard shape, looking less 
like a man than like a troubled spirit. The mass of faces closed again 
densely, behind him, as he ascended, with a rapid pace, the steps of the 
pulpit, and stood forth to the eyes of the people. , 

As it were, a rush of silence passed oyer the congregation; and as the 
bell struck its last peal, there settled down upon the house a breathless 
hush. The preacher stood for a moment solemnly; then clasped his 
hands, shut his eyes, and murmured an inaudible prayer. The hymn 
was selected—deep, despairing and trembling—the music, was a dirge. 
Then came the sermon. He named his text, and dashed at once into 
the heat of his exhortation. ‘I must rend away,’ he said—and extend- 
ing his long bony arms to the utmost, he swept the air with intense slow 
earnestness. ‘I must rend away the veil of time, and show you the ter- 
rors of eternity.” He descanted on repentance, and condemnation ; on 
the vast influences, the almighty intelligence, the regeneration from the 
chaos of sin, and a thousand crowded incoherences, shadowy and fearful ; 
and then broke at once upon hell and its torments. He leaned far—far 
over the pulpit ; and peered, as it seemed into a profound beneath him ; 
—his eyes started out and distended, and his lip quivered (excellent act- 
ing). It was there--- 


‘* The roused ocean of deep hell, 

Whose every wave breaks on a living shore, 

Heap’d with the damn’d, like pebbles.” 
He heard their howling and gnashing of teeth, and shuddered. He saw 
the smoke of their torments go up, a cloud, living, palpable, terrible---and 
. covering his eyes, turned away. His voice become low, and husky, 
until it sunk into silence. 

The effect was tremendous. Many would have fallen, but they were 
kept up by the pressure of the crowd. And many would have cried out ; 
but the silence was heavy upon them, and they could not lift it. Like 
men in a dream they strove powerlessly. Then came the awful chant 
again—something about standing upon a precipice, slippery and in dark- 
ness; and hearing the torments going on beneath them—(Here my 
friend repeated the hymn, word for word—he said the words were stamp- 
ed upon his memory as with abranding-iron). And then the prayer-— 
the agonized supplication—the writhing---the cry—-the shriek of despair. 
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Most of those assembled there that night went home; they knew 
not how---many passed the remaining watches of it in howling and 
wailing---and some went out, for the remnant of their lives, ma- 
niacs. 





Sabbath Keeping Schools.—We perceive by the Eastern papers, that 
‘the attempts of the superstitionists, to form Societies auxiliary to the 
New York Sabbath Union, have been defeated in Massachusetts in more 
than one instance. At Lowell, says the Boston Statesman, a meeting 
was called for that purpose ; but “ the meddlers with the time, religion 
and consciences of other people, had the exquisite mortification, to find 
a majority of three hundred againet imposing any unnecessary restraints, 
upon what every man may feel to be the duties of the Sabbath. This 
will be called by some the horrid effects of manufacturing ; but such ef- 
fects as these are truly Christian, and to our minds much better than 
those anti-religious effects which proceed from bigotry, spiritual pride 
and the love of undivided power.” 

In the “ Salem Courier,” of the 8th. inst, it is stated, that a meeting 
was called a few weeks ago in Newburyport, by some gentlemen, for the 
purpose of concerting measures to enforce the observance of the Sabbath. 
But it being apparent that an overwhelming majority of those present 
were determined to resist the attempt, it was found necessary to dissolve 
without doing any thing.” 

Such must be the inevitable fate of all attempts to encroach on the 
liberties of a people, really jealous of their rights, and alive to the vile 
machinations of the priesthood. 





Manufacturing Bibles——We have uniformly asserted, that the manu- 
factory of bibles carried on in the great mammoth establishment in this 
city, called “‘ The American Bible Society,’’ was---like all other manu 
facturing establishments—got up forthe purpose of making money ; with 
this difference, however, that all those manufactories unconnected with 
religion are compelled to resort to fair and open means to insure a sale 
for the articles they bring to market ; whereas, the Bible Society effects 
its purpose by deception aud hypocrisy. Let any one who may doubt 
this, read the following brief but unequivocal exposition, from the last 
number of “ Priestcraft Exposed,” and which we tae more readily re- 
publish because we know it to be founded in truth :— 

** We say, and that fearless of contradiction, that there never was a 
Baser Larceny, committed, than that man commits, who is guilty of 
begging money from rich or poor for a declared charitable purpose, when 
he knows the money given will not be applied to the charity intended b 
the donor. Now, the money piously solicited to supply the poor wi 
Bibles, is not so applied. ‘The American Bible Society is well known 
to be nothing more nor less, than an Extensive Presbyterian Printing 
Establishment—the funds of which are under the controul of their 

i The money given them is creating a large fund, and in the 
mean time, like “* wise serpents ” they are printing Bibles as rapidly as 
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possible;.and so manage as to sell them fora price, at which, we should 
think, the establishment will not break dewn. For example: ae 
_.. The Society’s report for last year represents them to have .printed 

143,629 copies of Bibles and Testaments: Of-which they sold only 
127,357 copies--and gave away to the poor the immense number of 
7,26u copies |!!! But mark reader, while GIVING TO THE POOR SO. GENER- 
OUSLY, agg received $64,764 13!! or eight dollars and ninety one cents 
per copy, for eacl, Bible and Testament given away !!! Suca pigty as 

HIS IS A CURSE TO ANY CouNTRY, and the less we have of it the better. 

Vho would refuse to give away a Bible worth 50 cents, and take in re- 
turn $8 917? It would require considerable piety to enable a man to hold 
out Iong at this rate! ! + 


Free Press Tract Fund. 
"The object contemplated by creating this fund, is to counteract the demoralizing 
effect which the circuletion of religious tracts must have on the community. - By 
sending forth writings of a nature suited to open the eyes of the world to the n 
ised upon them—to give birth to reflection, and to lead to a rational train of think- 
ing—it is not doubted but that one liberal tract, while it will be read far more exten- 
ly, will have a more powerful effect in rendering mankind better and happier, 
an fen of those religious productions, with whjch the country is inunt 4 
and which, there is every reason to believe, are loathed by four fifths of the in 
itants. 

Subscribers of $1. will be entitled to 100 pages; being ten pages for one cent. 
A donation of $10 will entitle the donator to 500 pages annually, during life. A 

donation of $5, to 250 pages annually, during life. P 
Orders:to be addressed to the agent, Mr. GEORGE HOUSTON, Free Préss Tract 
Depository, 6 William-street New-¥ork. = 
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